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White supremacy stickers spotted 


Advertisements for a radical 
hate group were reported 
on campus last week. 


JESSICA BENDA 
Editor 


As Cal State Fullerton grap- 
ples with the aftermath of racial- 
ly charged incidents from last 
semester, stickers advertising a 
white supremacy group appeared 
on campus last week. 

“It matches the environment 
that we’ve seen on campus al- 
ready. If anything, this is a symp- 
tom of the problem we’ve been 
dealing with,” said Joshua Fatahi, 
a third-year political science ma- 
jor and president of the club Stu- 
dents for Justice in Palestine. 

Fatahi saw two white suprem- 
acy stickers from the organiza- 
tion Patriot Front on campus last 
October. Earlier this week, Fa- 
tahi saw a sticker off-campus in 
Fullerton. On Thursday, he saw 
one of the stickers on a lamp- 
post where the campus’ political 
groups were tabling. 

Patriot Front is a white nation- 
alist hate group that split from 
Vanguard America, one of the 
hate groups responsible for the 
2017 “Unite the Right” rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, ac- 
cording to Southern Poverty Law 
Center. 

It was there that white suprem- 
acist and rally attendee James 
Alex Fields Jr., drove his car 
into a crowd of peaceful pro- 
testors, killing anti-racist pro- 
testor Heather Heyer and injur- 
ing more than 30 others. Fields 


pleaded guilty to 29 hate crime 
charges and was given two life 
sentences. 

CSUF’s Students for Quality 
Education urged the community 
to be alert and shared images of 
the stickers on their Instagram, 
which displayed phrases like 
“Revolution is Tradition,’ and 
“Keep America American.” 

“When you look at a Patri- 
ot Front sticker, it says revolu- 
tion and has red, white and blue, 
so when you see that you think, 
‘Oh this is playing towards the 
American revolution.’ But, really, 
this is more of reactionary poli- 
tics. It’s really up to us to educate 
ourselves more on what this lan- 
guage means and how powerful 
it can be in terms of supporting 
white supremacy,” said a repre- 
sentative for Students for Quality 
Education, who asked to remain 
anonymous for safety reasons. 

This traditional imagery is a 
way for organizations like this to 
draw people in and recruit them, 
which is why education about 
these groups is critical, Fatahi 
said. 

“A lot of people don’t get into 
these orgs just like, “Yeah I’m 
okay with being called a Nazi. 
Yeah, I’m okay with being called 
a white supremacist, They came 
to them because their PR is good 
and their imagery is good, so 
they brand themselves as being 
patriotic and being old Ameri- 
can values. Educational work on 
these organizations can drasti- 
cally help lower the entry into 
them,” Fatahi said. 

Capt. Scot Willey of the Uni- 
versity Police said that this is not 
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A sticker was seen on a lamppost on campus last Thursday where the political groups were tabling. 


the first time stickers advertising 
white supremacist groups have 
been seen on campus. Instanc- 
es of stickers promoting differ- 
ent groups have only occurred 
roughly once a year over the past 
few years. 

Willey said that while the 
stickers weren’t a concern re- 
garding the physical safety of 
students, they spark fear within 


cultural groups. 

“Ym concerned that there’s 
somebody that feels like it’s okay 
to walk around and plaster our 
campus with these kinds of stick- 
ers,” Willey said. “We’re here 
to support each other no mat- 
ter what race or creed or culture. 
We're all Titans and we all need 
to look out for each other and 
just be aware that these kinds of 


things happen and not be blind to 
that fact.” 

Willey said that the last time 
stickers appeared, they were also 
posted at Fullerton College. He 
encouraged people to be aware of 
their surroundings and report any 
suspicious activity, especially in 
the early morning. 
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Finding a 
home on 
campus 


Discoverfest provided a 
variety of organizations for 
any interest. 


BRANDON KILLMAN 
Asst. Editor 


The Cal State Fullerton Student 
Life and Leadership organization 
held the annual Discoverfest on 
Wednesday and Thursday to en- 
courage student involvement. 

Pop-up tents filled the outdoor 
quad and free candy and snacks 
were abundant while student orga- 
nizations attempt to engage possible 
new participants into its clubs and 
communities. 

This year’s Discoverfest held a 
wide range of organizations that cel- 
ebrate the university’s diverse stu- 
dent body. While some clubs and 
organizations focused on identity, 
culture and spirituality, there were 
some tables that catered to individu- 
al interests. Yoga, surf and medieval 
swordsmanship are just a few of the 
novel clubs available on campus. 

At the crossing paths of Titan 
Walk and Jacaramda Court sat 16 
faith and religion-based organiza- 
tions, such as the Chinese Student 
Christian Fellowship and the Coptic 
Orthodox Christian Club. 

Past the faith-focused booths sat 
the Muslim Student Association. 

Saja Serhal, the treasurer of the as- 
sociation, said that the organization’s 
presence on campus offers Muslim 
and non-muslim students a sense of 
community which allows them to 
grow spiritually and academically. 

“T think it’s important to have a 
safe space for a lot of Muslims who 
often feel like they are overlooked 
in the population and underserved 
in the general community,’ Serhal 


said. 
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Season leads off with fundraiser 


Former player Katie Neary (right) was honored at the softball program's Leadoff Social fundraiser Saturday evening. 


Softball’s eighth annual 
Leadoff Social sought to 
raise $70,000 in funds. 


TALIA CANTLEY 
Staff Writer 
ADAM MALDONADO 
Editor 


“I hope the student athletes 
see the support behind them,” 
Ford said. “It absolutely takes a 
village, this is magical. This is 
what we want to bottle up and 
take to Thursday night’s home 
opener.” 

The Titans come into the sea- 
son as the number one team, 
aiming to win it all in the Big 
West conference. Since 2016, 
they have been the reigning Big 
West champions after earning 
their fourth consecutive title last 
season. 

“If we do what we’re sup- 
posed to do, we’re going to end 


up in Oklahoma City this June. 
So get yourselves ready,” Ford 
said. 

Also featured at the event was 
a photo preview of the softball 
team’s new complex that will be 
adjoined to their current struc- 
ture. The project is expected to 
be constructed from June 2020 
to April 2021. 

Planning has been develop- 
ing for over three years, which 
includes a new batting cage, 
locker rooms for both players 
and coaches, a softball lounge 
and clubhouse as well as coach- 
es’ offices. The complex will be 
located on campus next to the 
softball field, in addition to fea- 
tures that will be used by the 
baseball team. 

Ford said she hopes the com- 
plex’s transformation will open 
the doors to potential recruits 
and build a stronger reputation 
for the program on the national 
stage. 


Jim Donovan, the university’s 
athletics director, is a strong be- 
liever in the new softball center. 
He presented the map and floor 
plans to the audience, highlight- 
ing the luxuries that will be ac- 
cessible to the athletes. 

“Baseball and softball are two 
of our most nationally competi- 
tive teams so let’s do something 
that will help them for the next 
10 to 20 years to help them stay 
nationally competitive. We felt 
new locker rooms and coaches 
offices would do it,” Donovan 
said. Former softball coach Judi 
Garman was also recognized at 
the event and spoke on the suc- 
cess of the program since she 
was the head coach for CSUF in 
1979. 

By the time of her retirement 
in 1999, she was the winningest 
collegiate coach. 

“We didn’t have a field on 
campus, we played at five dif- 
ferent fields in the city. I had a 
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dream of having a field. There 
was a gnarly orange grove in 
the center of campus and I said 
that’s where we should put the 
softball field and that’s where it 
is now,” Garman said. 

As part of the effort to help 
fund the construction of the 
complex, Garman has stepped 
up and offered to become a title 
sponsor for the Softball Hall of 
Fame that will be added to the 
facility. 

“IT can never give back the 
equivalent of what CSUF has 
given to me. It started as a 
dream, a dream from CSUF that 
we can build something special. 
I’m so thankful that I was able 
to hop on that train,’ Garman 
said. 

The Titans will begin their 
season at Anderson Family 
Field on Thursday, Jan. 6 at 6 
p.m. against Middle Tennessee 
State University in the Titan 
Classic. 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN 


VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM 


2 News 


Pwents 


CREATE 


ceo 2 


Comoran hale 
0 uss ae Bi 


AT 


Protestors voiced their criticisms of the proposal at the Board of Trustees meeting in Long Beach last Wednesday. 


The proposal would have 
mandated additional course 
requirements for students. 


CELESTE SHARP 
Asst. Editor 


FOWSIA SHARIFF 
Staff Writer 


The California State Univer- 
sity Board of Trustees voted 
last Wednesday to delay action 
on a controversial proposal that 
would implement a quantitative 
reasoning admissions require- 
ment for CSU applicants. 

In addition to current ‘a- 
g high school courses, the 
amendment to Title V would 
require a fourth year of a math, 
science or quantitative reason- 
ing course for students to en- 
roll in any CSU. The proposal 
was planned to become effec- 
tive in the fall 2027. The initial 
move to approval incited con- 
cerns from students and staff 
about its effect on diversity and 


access within the CSUs. 

Andy Wong, director of ex- 
ternal relations for Education 
Trust West, voiced his support 
for the decision to delay the 
vote pending further study. 

“Any decision to change eli- 
gibility requirements needs to 
be data-driven, it needs to be 
student-centered and equity 
needs to be an important con- 
sideration,’ Wong said. “We’re 
really happy with the outcome. 
This has been a_ year-long 
fight.” 

Following a discussion of 
the effects the proposal could 
have on first-time freshmen, 
the board ultimately decided 
that a third-party, independent 
study would be conducted until 
they reconvene for a decision in 
2022. 

The traditional 15-year 
coursework needed to apply 
to a CSU will be raised to 16 
years under the new proposal. 

Protestors assembled  out- 
side the meeting to voice their 


concerns about the impact the 
proposal could have on African 
American, Latinx and low-in- 
come students. 

“The decision to pause was a 
good one,” said Felicia Jones, 
associate director with Congre- 
gations Organized For Prophet- 
ic Engagement, who represent- 
ed those concerned with the 
proposal. Jones said she hopes 
the potential study will shed 
light on the proposal’s inevi- 
tability of leaving students of 
color to fall behind. 

Loren J. Blanchard, executive 
vice chancellor for Academic 
and Student Affairs, said that 
the proposal’s goal received 
unanimous support from all 23 
CSU presidents, with a target to 
eliminate the disparity and eq- 
uity gap among students admit- 
ted into the system. 

“At CSU, every student mat- 
ters,” Blanchard said. “We can- 
not accept that the disparities 
in preparation that exist to- 
day in California’s elementary, 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2020 


Possible change for CSU admissions delayed 


middle and secondary schools 
must be the destiny of those 
students who would be part of 
our 2031 graduating class and 
beyond.” 

Though many board mem- 
bers supported the proposal, 
the recent California Assem- 
bly Bill 1930, which passed 
on Jan. 15, will require a third 
party researcher to investigate 
the impact eligibility changes 
would have on underrepresent- 
ed student groups. 

Trustees such as Jack Mc- 
Gory expressed their confu- 
sion about why the propos- 
al has sparked protest, stating 
that the CSUs must continue 
to strive toward higher quality 
education. 

“It’s amazing how this has 
divided the education commu- 
nity and, for me, it seems like 
a pretty simple recommenda- 
tion,’ McGory said. “I rec- 
ognize there’s an access issue 
here but we also want to ad- 
dress the issue of quality.” 
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Guadalupe Morales, a fresh- 
man at Cal State Long Beach, 
was a protestor against the 
proposal. 

“As someone who just did the 
process myself, I noticed how 
unfair of an opportunity that I 
already had once applying to 
college,” Morales said. “It just 
creates a barrier to access high- 
er education.” 

The conversation focused 
heavily on the proposal’s im- 
pact on students of color. Tony 
Thurmond, current state super- 
intendent for public instruction, 
said racism is one of the factors 
that contributed to the existing 
gap. 

“The schools that have the 
fewest number of qualifying 
teachers are also in the schools 
that have the highest percent- 
age of racially segregated stu- 
dents, and the students that 
have the highest level of pov- 
erty,’ Thurmond said. “Sim- 
ply taking this action will not 
change that.” 


Hate: Extremist group 
uses nationalism to recruit 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

Alexandro Gradilla, Academ- 
ic Senate vice chair and associate 
professor of Chicana and Chicano 
Studies, said that white suprema- 
cy is something seen often; it just 
usually is not named. 

“We shouldn’t be surprised by 
it. If we’re surprised by it, we’re in 
trouble, because what that means 
is we’re assuming that white su- 
premacy is an aberration as op- 
posed to something embedded in a 
lot of our social structures or our 
institutions on a daily basis,” Gra- 
dilla said. 

This is not the first instance of 
hate reported recently. Last Oc- 
tober, fraternity Phi Sigma Kap- 
pa posted the N-word to their so- 
cial media, which spurred a town 
hall by the Black Student Union to 
express the racism that black stu- 
dents have faced on campus. Less 
than a month later, a hate incident 
occurred in housing involving two 
post-it notes with language racial 
in nature. 

“There isn’t going to be a 20- 
30 minute online tutorial like the 
university tends to rely on. This is 
going to be something where peo- 
ple have to authentically and genu- 
inely speak with each other and do 
the political work of anti-racism. 
We're talking about traditional an- 
ti-racist work that needs to happen. 
People need to talk to each other, 
people need to be aware, people 
need to read,” Gradilla said. 

Last November, students voiced 


their support for Assembly Bill 
1460, which would require Cal 
State Universities to mandate one 
three-unit course of ethnic studies 
as a graduation requirement. The 
fate of the bill is still undecided. 

On Friday, Harry Le Grande, 
vice president for Student Affairs, 
sent out an email addressing the 
stickers that said, “the vandalism 
was from an off campus white su- 
premacist hate group.” 

“As Titans, we do not tolerate 
these kinds of hateful acts in our 
campus community. Instead, we 
value equity and inclusion and 
strive to create a welcoming envi- 
ronment for all. Hate has no place 
on our campus and we ask that 
you stand in solidarity as one Ti- 
tan Family against exclusion and 
intolerance,’ Le Grande said. 

Staff received a nearly identi- 
cal email from David Forgues, 
vice president of Human Resourc- 
es, Diversity and Inclusion. Both 
emails thanked the staff members 
who reported the stickers and Uni- 
versity Police and Facilities Man- 
agement, but did not mention stu- 
dent efforts. 

Fatahi criticized the email for a 
lack of recognition for the students 
who took action and their part in 
the process. 

“The email essentially reads 
like a pat on the back. Admin pat- 
ting themselves on the back and 
then not really like doing anything 
— no further steps or actions or 
game plan for the future,” Fatahi 


said. 

He suggested that administra- 
tion bring in experts on how to 
combat these types of groups and 
bring speakers who know how to 
handle these types of situations to 
CSUF. 

Gradilla said that the current di- 
versity workshops on campus lack 
effectiveness because it’s not ad- 
dressing anti-racism. 

“It’s maddening as somebody 
who is a race/ethnicity scholar to 
see there’s a big raging fire, and 
you have people making snow 
cones in the corner. It looks like 
we're addressing it, but in many 
ways, we're either painting it over 
or brushing it under the rug, but 
we're not fundamentally address- 
ing it,’ Gradilla said. 

The increasing issue extends 
beyond the borders of CSUF. Ac- 
cording to a 2018 report by the 
Orange County Human Relations 
Commission, hate incidents in 
2017 to 2018 in Orange County in- 
creased by 37% and hate crimes by 
12%. 

Fatahi emphasized the need to 
bring the ideology and meanings 
of groups, like Patriot Front, to 
light, as well as the need for a fol- 
low-up response for the situation. 

“We can’t trip over ourselves 
worrying about flyers or stick- 
ers,’ Fatahi said. “Those aren’t the 
roots — those are the petals on the 
flowers of this problem. We need 
to dig up this plant, the roots, or 
else it will keep growing back.” 


“Let your light so shine 
before men, 
that they may see your 
good works, 
and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.” 


VS 


— 
a 
7 / 


Matthew 5 


= 


\ * 


Sunday Service & Sunday school - 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesday Testimony Meeting - 7:30 p.m. 
Reading Room & Bookstore 
Mon -Sat, 10:00 am.- 1:00 p.m. 


First Church of Christ, Scientist 
1300 N. Raymond Avenue, Fullerton 92831 


(714) 525-4062 
csfullerton@sbcglobal.net 
www.christiansciencefullerton.org 


ALL ARE WELCOME. 


The Christian Science church is a Bible-based 
religion, offering healing prayer to God for the world. 
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News 3 


Student leaders debate vacant position 


Associated Students Inc. 
to delegate former Vice 
President’s responsibilites. 


KARINA GUTIERREZ 
Asst. Editor 


The Associated Student’s Ju- 
dicial Election council will 
be welcoming new members 
as they continue their work in 
hearing any formal complaints 
that pertain to the conduct of 
a candidate or candidate team, 
according to ASI. 


Lesley Aguirre, a College 


of the Arts representative, and 
Claire Jenkins, Chief Campus 
Relations Officer, will be join- 
ing the election council as ap- 
pointed by the board on Jan. 


28. Among the election talk, 
there were comments about the 
vacant vice president position, 
previously occupied by Mansi 
Kalra, who resigned due to in- 
stances of alleged harassment. 
The decision by Kalra left ASI 
leaders to figure out a solu- 
tion for the vocation’s assigned 
jobs, causing a redistribution of 
work. 

“In regards to the realloca- 
tion of responsibilities, I agree 
that this situation is not ideal,” 
said ASI President Aaron Agu- 
ilar in his address to the board. 
“IT think that this makes a lot 
more sense from an efficiency 
standpoint.” 

Aguilar said that until the 
next election, the vice president 
will remain vacant because it 


would be ineffective to situate a 
new person in the position while 
focusing on the executive team’s 
objectives pertaining to student 
wellness. 

“Essentially by the time we 
bring someone new in, we'll 
already in a few weeks have 
someone else elected and be 
transitioning them as well in ad- 
dition to all the work and time 
and preparation of transitioning 
someone else,” Aguilar said. 

The temporary reworking of 
ASI responsibilities were met 
with concerns about its pos- 
sible effect on the wellness of 
the board members. There was 
talk about the toxicity encoun- 
tered by the leaders as shared by 
Jenkins in defending Aguilar’s 
decision. 


“We were doing our jobs and 
we really love doing all that 
stuff,’ Jenkins said in response 
to the apprehension shared by 
the representatives. “It was be- 
cause of the environment that 
was happening all around us 
that kind of consistently would 
beat on us, and so I think that’s 
different. I really don’t think 
that adding these things is go- 
ing to affect us because we want 
to do it. We just lost order this 
term.” 

Another issue that arose 
was the topic of compensa- 
tion through the distribution of 
scholarships, as the extra work 
will fall on the shoulders of the 
representatives. Tori Hust, chief 
government officer, said despite 
facing issues of being underpaid 


as a student, it is only right to 
pay for a person’s additional 
services. 

“T find it potentially offensive 
for it to seem as something that 
we are looking for to get more 
money out of. This is actual- 
ly responsibilities that were go- 
ing to come at us anyway,” Hust 
said. “And I think that it is very 
reasonable to be asking for the 
compensation for the work that 
we will be putting in.” 

The board’s concerns will 
continue to be a recurring top- 
ic until the issues are resolved. 

“I am open to having more 
conversations around _ that,” 
Aguliar said. “The point of this 
is to really put it out on every- 
one’s radar, not making a final 
decision today.” 


The Associated Students Board of Directors discussed the vacant position last Tuesday at the Board of Directors meeting. 
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4 Opinion 


The Warren-Sanders 
discourse unravels as voters 
shed light on rivalry. 


JASON SANCHEZ 
Staff Writer 


Iowa caucus-goers will clear 
the mess that has come out of 
the callous divide between Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren and Sen. Ber- 
nie Sanders. 

The outcome of the caucuses 
will determine whether Sand- 
ers’ tight grip in the fight for the 
Democartic presidential nominee 
has strengthened since his “vir- 
tual tie”? in Iowa (2016) against 
Hillary Clinton, or if Warren has 
chipped enough away at his base 
to split the progressive vote. 

At the time of this writing, it 
looks like Sanders is the favorite 
to win over Iowa. 

Sanders placed first in an Em- 
erson College poll of potential 
Iowa voters nearly two weeks 
ago with a healthy lead of 30%, 
while Warren stood in fourth 
place at 11%. 

With fundraising that re- 
ceived a six-figure haul in the fi- 
nal quarter of 2019 and a recent 
Tufts poll projecting a three-fold 
increase in young caucus-goers 
this year, a group Sanders con- 
tinues to lead in Iowa, it seems 
that Iowa is his to lose. 

Of course, reading too much 
into these numbers is futile, giv- 
en that the 2016 presidential 
election upended conventional 
wisdom and showed how unreli- 
able these indicators could be. 

With the impeachment trial of 
President Donald Trump most- 
ly keeping these candidates off 
the trail for these last few weeks, 
Americans can only look to- 
ward Iowa for an honest assess- 
ment of the field. Despite some 
fourth-quarter attempts, voters 
have yet to receive a clear dis- 
tinction between the field’s two 
most left-leaning candidates, 
aside from the difference in how 
they label their progressivism. 

The exchange over electability 
at the CNN/Des Moines Register 
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Caucuses bring blue division to an end 


Iowa Democratic debate only 
highlighted each candidates’ 
flaws. Warren insisted that she 
was “the only person on this 
stage who has beaten an incum- 
bent Republican anytime in the 
past 30 years.” This statement 
was an out-of-touch academ- 
ic snobbery that Sanders’ cam- 
paign allegedly knocked her on 
in talking points distributed to 
supporters. 

Still, Sanders took the bait and 
mansplained that he beat an in- 
cumbent Republican in 1990, 
which was 30 years ago. 

Their back-and-forth banter 
did not help distinguish them- 
selves as winning candidates. In- 
stead, they released each other’s 
attack dogs in the media world, 
only to result in bad press and 
attempts to de-escalate their 
bickering. 


Amidst all this murkiness, 
Sanders must have a good show- 
ing in Iowa, but that doesn’t nec- 
essarily mean coming in first. 

By trying to outplay Warren, 
Sanders can convince voters that 
his originating genre of progres- 
sive politics is the best path for- 
ward, capturing the momentum 
and goodwill that has propelled 
outsider candidates like Obama 

to the nomination in the past. 

Coming in behind Warren will 
not mean the end of the Sand- 
ers campaign, but it will sig- 
nal that he has ceded too much 
ground to the Massachusetts 
senator and will be cause for a 
recalibration. 

Still, with a field this large and 
the way the caucuses function, it 
makes even this small goal a ma- 
jor challenge. 

In some precincts, none of the 


candidates may reach the 15% 
threshold of support to be allo- 
cated delegates, which accord- 
ing to Democratic Party rules, 
would mean that threshold would 
change to half the front-runner’s 
vote. 

This could perhaps benefit the 
lower-polling candidates but not 
the top-tier candidates, which 
only makes the race to be the 
party’s presidential nominee that 
more confusing. 

The Iowa Democratic Party 
may have kicked up more dust 
in arule change allowing the tal- 
lies from different stages in the 
caucus process to be announced 
this year, making it possible for 
multiple campaigns to spin the 
night into a win. Another “virtu- 
al tie.” 

It will likely come down to 
turnout in the Iowa caucuses, 
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as it so often does. In 2016, en- 
trance polls showed Sanders 
brought out the most first-time 
caucus-goers. Doing well in Iowa 
will require him to bring those 
people back, and then some. 

But a steeper challenge for 
Sanders is bringing out the young 
people who make up his base 
and are historically underrepre- 
sented in the caucuses. In 2016, 
people over the age of 45 made 
up 64 percent of caucus-goers. 

He would have to drastically 
change that age turnout to suc- 
ceed. If current trends hold with 
young people, it looks like Iowa 
is very much in his grasp. 

All the Democratic candidates 
face high stakes in Iowa. For the 
lowest polling candidates, it will 
almost certainly be their last 
stand, but for Sanders, it’ll only 
be the beginning. 


Lizzo memes promote damaging 


Social media can enable 
negative behavioral trends 
through viral content. 


BRANDON KILLMAN 
Asst. Editor 


Indexing through Reddit 
threads and thumbing through 
endless Instagram posts, it’s in- 
evitable to find a meme that 
pokes fun at Lizzo’s body. The 
Grammy-winning artist presents 
herself as beautiful, self-assured 
and confident, but others suggest 
she is promoting a lifestyle that is 
unfit for societal standards. 

Lizzo has thoroughly shaped 
her brand as a proud and coura- 
geous figure in the music indus- 
try, often encouraging her au- 
dience to embrace their given 
bodies and find empowerment 
within themselves. Meanwhile, 
there is an uptick in internet me- 
mes commenting on the sing- 
er’s weight and detracting from 
her positive message. The me- 
mes swiftly promote a fatphobic 
and misogynistic ideology to the 
public. 

For instance, a social media 
user reads a caption on a Lizzo 
meme collaged with two images 
— “You could have had a bad b-- 
--,’ on top of a picture of Lizzo 
on the left side. “The bad b------ iy 
captioned on the opposite side of 
Lizzo’s picture, showing a chart 
of various whales. 

The social media user ei- 
ther laughs or rolls their eyes; in 
any case, this hateful message 
was delivered and has made an 
impression. 

Lizzo_ carries herself with 
pride and confidence, and is open 
about the journey she took to se- 
cure that virtue. The lyrics used 
in this meme are from her song, 
“Truth Hurts,” and it recounts the 
efforts she took to achieve that 
self-confidence after a breakup. 
Though hateful, Lizzo memes 
will take a line from a song dedi- 
cated to self-acceptance and alter 


Lizzo’s message. 

While memes may seem like 
a harmless joke, they have the 
power to shape an individual’s 
perception and can cause behay- 
ioral trends. 

People who indulge in 
fat-shaming and lowbrow hu- 
mor directed to Lizzo’s body by 
fat-shaming memes will deflect 
the backlash in defense that their 
banter is all in the namesake of 
health. 

But it isn’t about health 
never was never about health. 

This banter actually promotes 
an environment of toxicity that 
marginalizes women, people of 
color and groups of people with 
diverse body shapes. 

Drawing parallels to fascism, 
this attitude normalizes the belief 
that the repair and purification of 


it 


the physical body should be re- 
structured simultaneously. This 
extremist outlook seeks a con- 
ventional standard body type by 
policing proportions, facial fea- 
tures and skin tone. 

Their solution is to plague any- 
one outside of the norm with 
shame and guilt until they con- 
form to their agenda and fit the 
tight mold of what they believe is 
fit for society. 

While there may be health re- 
percussions concerning body 
proportions, disseminating hate- 
ful memes is not the way to deliv- 
er that message. 

When these memes are shared 
across digital platforms, online 
users’ perceptions can be altered 
and hateful prejudice can become 
normalized. These ideologies en- 
force a “health fascist” standard. 


The messages in hate-filled Liz- 
zo memes encourage a fascist 
agenda to control thoughts and 
perceptions of society by deem- 
ing a full figured black woman 
unfavorable. 

Not only do these trends pro- 
mote a fascist dialogue in pop 
culture, but it’s also blatantly nor- 
malizing misogyny and sexism. 
Women’s bodies have always 
been more policed, scrutinized 
and often held to a higher stan- 
dard compared to men and these 
memes normalize that socially 
constructed standard. 

Even to this day society doesn’t 
know how to react when a wom- 
an, especially a woman of color, 
empowers herself and finds great 
success in that journey. These 
memes start to circulate when 
Lizzo wins an award or performs 


stigmas 


at an event. When a woman finds 
success in the public eye, soci- 
ety finds a reason for why they 
don’t deserve to relish in their 
achievements. 

Self-acceptance is a journey 
that starts from within and Lizzo 
took the steps to walk that path, 
but for some, that journey can be 
delayed when they are constantly 
fed messages that make them be- 
lieve they don’t fit society’s rigid 
norms. 

While memes are an inevitable 
fact of the internet, users should 
allow themselves the opportunity 
to pause and think about the mes- 
sage these bite-size pieces of me- 
dia spread before they share. 

Let’s all take a moment to say 
a unified “hashtag, canceled” to 
fat-shaming and misogynistic 
Lizzo memes. 
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Review: Latinas take over Super Bowl 


Shakira and Jennifer Lopez 
turned the temperature up 
in the halftime show. 


TAYLOR ARREY 
Asst. Editor 


With a tied score of 10-10, Pep- 
si presented Super Bowl LIV’s, 
halftime show. Fireworks, flash- 
ing lights and energy consumed 
Miami’s Hard Rock Stadium on 
Sunday as Latina powerhouses, 
Jennifer Lopez and Shakira, took 
to the stage to deliver a fun-filled 
performance. 

While headlining a Super Bowl 
halftime show itself is an accom- 
plishment worth celebrating, Sha- 
kira and Lopez explained that the 
performance meant so much more 
to them as two Latina women. 

“Women, Latinas and people 
of any ages, I think that J.Lo and 
I are here redefining paradigms 
about age, about race, about back- 
ground. It doesn’t really matter 
where you're from, how old you 
are ... what matters is what you 
have to say. And we’re here, and 
we have a lot of stuff to say,’ Sha- 
kira said at a press conference. 

The NFL claims in its’ diversity 
mission statement that it strives “to 
create a culturally progressive and 
socially reflective organization,” 
ultimately falls short of achiev- 
ing that goal. In 2019, the NFL 
released a diversity and inclusion 
report which affirmed what many 
already knew — much of the 
league is run by white males. 

Knowing this, there is some- 
thing sweet about watching two 
of the world’s biggest Latina stars 
rock the stage for a league that 
does not practice the inclusivity 
that Lopez and Shakira so fervent- 
ly advocate for. 

Shakira opened the set in a 
bright red and glittery outfit, danc- 
ing alongside a group of backup 
dancers as she sang her own song 
“She Wolf,” 

The energy continued to build 
as Shakira switched between the 
songs “Empire”, “Ojos Asi” and 


“Whenever, Wherever” before 
transitioning to a cover of Cardi 
B’s popular rap ballad, “I Like It” 
where she was joined on stage by 
rapper Bad Bunny. 

The height of Shakira’s time 
came when she brought back the 
song fans were waiting for — 
“Hips Don’t Lie.” The iconic song 
reminded fans of the young Shaki- 
ra they fell for back in 2005 when 
she released the chart-topping 
hit. 

The nostalgia did not end there 
as Lopez brought back “Jen- 
ny from the block,” taking to the 
Miami stage in a black, leath- 
er jumpsuit. Lopez continued 
with her hits: “Ain’t It Funny,” 
“Get it Right” and “Waiting for 
Tonight.” 

Using the pole dancing skills 
she learned for her role in the 2019 
film “Hustlers,” Lopez made ev- 
eryone watching doubt whether 
she was really 50 years old. 

Reggaeton artist, J  Balvin, 
joined Lopez for hyper ballads, 
“Booty” and “Mi Gente” though 
Balvin seemed to fade into the 
background with all eyes on the 
energetic Lopez in a silver reveal- 
ing outfit. 

The high-energy performance 
came to a stop when white lights 
illuminated the stage, and fans 
saw Emme Maribel, Lopez's 
11-year-old daughter, singing to 
her mother’s song, “Let’s Get 
Loud,” while accompanied by oth- 
er young singers. 

The touching moment found 
Lopez and her daughter singing 
side by side as Shakira joined in 
on the fun. 

Of course, no halftime show 
would be complete without some 
type of statement. Lopez’s final 
outfit consisted of a feathery shawl 
that displayed the American flag 
on the outside, but when opened, 
inside was the Puerto Rican flag. 

Of Puerto Rican descent, the 
flag allowed Lopez to showcase 
her heritage while simultaneously 
appreciating her American roots 
and singing alongside Shakira to 
a compilation track of “Let’s Get 


Loud” and Bruce Springsteen’s 
1984 hit “Born in the U.S.A.” 

The show concluded with some 
Latin flavor as the two stars sang 
Shakira’s hit “Waka Waka” The 
dance-heavy routine, assembly of 
dancers and fireworks energized 
the crowd, and eyes followed 


Shakira and Lopez as the stage 
lifted them above the spectacle. 
While Shakira and Lopez dom- 
inated with their energy, moves 
and iconic songs, the true stars of 
the show were the ideas of female 
empowerment and Latin pride 
that their performance brought 
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to center stage. 

A tender hug between the 
two ended the powerful perfor- 
mance as fireworks illuminat- 
ed the night sky and the Kansas 
City Chiefs and the San Fran- 
cisco 49ers prepared to take 
their place back on the field. 


Clubs: Students 
get involved 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 


For Serhal, her  spirituali- 
ty is apart of her inward and out- 
ward-facing identity, which she 
is set on representing the best she 
can. 

“For me, my spirituality is basi- 
cally my identity. I look Muslim, I 
wear a headscarf. So it’s a big part 
of how I’m seen and how I’m per- 
ceived by others. So I try to live up 
to that as much as I can, and try to 
represent my community for what it 
truly is,” Serhal said about her own 
experience with her spirituality. 

In the crowd of cultural organiza- 
tions in front of the Pollak Library, 
sat the Queer Straight Alliance club 
along with its sister organization, 
Queer and Trans People of Color. 

President of the Queer Straight 
Alliance, Ash Coughlin, has spear- 
headed the organization’s efforts 
for the past two years. She said that 
these organizations create a safe 
space and network on campus that 
allows its participants to be around 
people who have similar experienc- 
es concerning their sexuality and 
gender identity. 

“For some people who are either 
questioning their identity or haven’t 
been around people of their same 
identity, it’s hard to socialize, it 
seems like there’s a block,” Cough- 
lin said. 

The Queer Straight Alliance has 
organized a bowling night, self- 
care days, group trips to the arbo- 
retum and is expected to hold its 
annual queer prom at the end of 
thissemester. 

Through these events, Cough- 
lin hopes to create a space where 
the social block she mentioned is 
removed, and participants can act 
freely to comfortably express their 
truest identity. 

Across the Titan Walk path, one 
of the newest organizations, TEDx 
CSUF set up its booth to gain stu- 
dent interest in its upcoming audi- 
tions for an opportunity to present a 
TEDx speech. 


Saleem Haider, president and 
founder of the organization, said he 
looks forward to an exciting future 
on campus. 

“TEDx is a global organization 
with a huge audience, and I figured 
where better to have an academic 
event — a huge event, with a speak- 
er panel of business professionals, 
faculty and students, than our own 
Cal State Fullerton,’ Haider said. 

The organization aims to hold a 
TEDx event on campus this Octo- 
ber in the Clayes Performing Arts 
Center. The ensemble will include 
a panel of speakers selected by a 
group of judges on the organiza- 
tion’s executive board. Auditions 
begin this spring and the judges 
plan to have speakers selected by 
the end of the semester. 

The judges will select from 
honors students and faculty with 
a background in theater or pub- 
lic speaking. During the audition 
process, the panel will offer tips to 
the speaker on how they can tailor 
their content to be appropriate for a 
TEDx presentation. 

The group meets bi-weekly, with 
an upcoming meeting on February 
11th. 

Annalyn Arevalo, executive di- 
rector of the dance team, Infinite 
PASAbilities, associated with the 
Philipino American Student Asso- 
ciation said that joining the Philipi- 
no American Student Association 
has encouraged her to be more ac- 
tive on campus. 

“T learned a lot about myself 
and learned how to be outgoing 
and more sociable,’ she said. For 
Arevalo, PASA gave her an oppor- 
tunity to learn about her own cul- 
ture and cultivate “new friends and 
family,” she said. 

Whatever a student’s interest may 
be, there is a place and communi- 
ty to satisfy most passions and en- 
hance the college experience. For 
some, these clubs help to build 
long-lasting friendships and con- 
nections with likeminded people. 
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There was a mournful yet 
celebratory tone inside the 
Staples Center on Jan. 26. 


ELIZABETH TOVAR 
Staff Writer 


The 62nd Annual Gram- 
my Awards were doomed from 
the beginning. Days before 
the award show, former CEO 
and President of the Record- 
ing Academy, Deborah Dugan, 
sued the National Academy of 
Recording Arts and Scienc- 
es for wrongful termination, 
claiming gender discrimination 
and sexual harassment. YG got 
arrested a day before the Gram- 
mys for a suspected robbery, 
but was released later that day. 

The world also came to a 
halt after news broke about 
the death of Kobe Bryant and 
his daughter, Gianna Bryant. 
Despite the thousands of fans 
mourning outside of the Staples 
Center, the show continued. 

Despite the tragedies that 
happened, Alica Keys hosted 
the Grammys and comforted 
everyone in the audience. 

“They did a good amount of 
celebrating his (Bryant’s) death 
while also making it mourn- 
ful. They did a really good job 
at pulling something together 
so short notice,’ said Rebekah 
King, a senior at CSUF. 

The lineup had such a variety 
of performers from different 
decades as if the Academy was 
going through an identity crisis. 
With the Jonas Brothers, Demi 
Lovato, Ariana Grande and Bil- 
ly Ray Cyrus, it felt like Disney 
Channel was having a 10-year 
high school reunion. 

They threw in icons from the 
70s, 80s and 90s, but not all of 
their performances gave off the 
nostalgic vibe they were aiming 
for. Gwen Stefani did not per- 
form in her rock style. Instead, 
her love duet with her husband, 
Blake Shelton, was something a 
couple would do at their vowel 


LEISURE 


renewals ceremony. 

Lil Nas X’s memeful perfor- 
mance felt like a Tik-Tok com- 
pilation. It was shockingly one 
of the most entertaining perfor- 
mances of the night. 

Picking Tyler, The Creator 
and Rosalia to perform was 
the best choice the academy 
made. 

Having Boyz II Men and 
Charlie Wilson perform soul- 
ful, acapella versions of Tyler, 
The Creator’s songs and having 
a bunch of IGORS go wild as 
suburbia is on fire, shows that 
he is a true creator. 

“To have (Tyler) perform at 
the Grammys and win is just 
like ultimate chef’s kiss perfect. 
It was amazing. It was phenom- 
enal,” said Mark Velazquez, a 
sophomore at CSUF. 


SAVE-THE-DATE 


Feb 3: 


HSS Spring Lecture Series 


(12 - 12:50 p.m @ H-219) 


Feb 8: 
Feb 8: 


Monster Jam in Anaheim 


Mac & Cheese Festival - OC 


Valentine’s Day 


Feb 14: 


Talich Quartet (8 - 10 p.m @ Meng 
Concert Hall) 
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Rosalia’s ability to mix tra- 
ditional flamenco music with 
reggaeton and pop, while in- 
corporating flamenco  danc- 
ing, definitely earned her a spot 
as one of the best performers 
today. 

Tyler, The Creator and Ro- 
salia deserve Grammys for their 
innovation, but their wins point 
towards a flaw in the Acade- 
my’s judgment. 

Tyler, The Creator said that 
his win felt like a backhand 
compliment because the word 
urban feels like another way to 
say the N-word. 

“One artist isn’t limited to 
making one type of music. If 
they want to evolve their sound 
or evolve whatever they want to 
do, they can and they can do it 
successfully,” Velazquez said. 
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Review: Grammy’s continued despite chaos 


Rosalia won a Grammy for 
Best Latin Rock, Urban or Al- 
ternative Album. Rosalia isn’t 
from a Latin country. Sure, she 
speaks spanish, but Spain is in 
Europe. 

As the show progressed, 
it turned into a Billie Eilish 
tribute night. Eilish won five 
Grammys, with three of those 
as the biggest awards of the 
night: Record of the Year, Al- 
bum of the Year and Song of 
the Year. 

Eilish rightfully earned 
Grammy recognition, but some 
of those awards belonged to 
other artists. 

“T think the system is kind of 
corrupt because it’s not recog- 
nizing those other artists that 
also created a great product,” 
King said. 
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(Mar. 2]1- tg speak up. Meanwhile, {Sep 23- 
Apr. 19) ae Oct. 22) 
communication planet Mercury 
slips into a more unconscious mode of thoughts. 


The Moon’s entry into clever 
Gemini today stimulates your 
mind and encourages you 


IB 
RA 


being, stirring your imagination. 


A There may be some 
confusion regarding an 
attractive acquaintance in 
your life. You will have to 
exert an effort to pull down 


RUS 


(Apr. 20- 
May 20) 


COR 
PIO 


(Oct. 23- 
Nov. 21) 


to reach for 


Lil Nas X’s “Old Town 
Road,” featuring Billy Ray Cry- 
us, broke records. It spent 17 
weeks at number one on the 
Billboard Hot 100, making it 
the “longest-running number 
one song in history.” 

Lana Del Rey is consistent 
with her style, but each album 
is different from the last. “Nor- 
Rockwell” is her 
best album to date. Del Rey’s 
lyrics and velvety voice can put 
anyone in a dreamstate, which 
other artists try to mimic. 

Lana Del Rey paved the road 
for her genre, Velazquez said. 
“IT think Lana deserved it over 
Billie.” 

The Academy needs some 
spring cleaning. First thing they 
should do is give FKA Twigs a 
mic next year. 
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Optimism is on the rise today. 
The sensitive Moon enters your 
philosophical 9th House of the 
Higher Mind, prompting you 


better-feeling 


You feel like you’re on 
shaky groundas Mercury 
moves into elusive Pisces 
and certainty gives way to 
confusion. Adding to the 


the veil and see this person for who 
they really are. 


EM 
INI 


(May 21- 
Jun. 20) 


Feelings shift and you 

are a lot more energized 
and stimulated, which is a 
relief because you enjoy 
moving at the speed of light. 
Misunderstandings can occur early in 
the day as the energy is still shifting. 


A You feel a little more low- 
energy today with the Moon 
CER moving. Reflective Mercury 
(Jun. 21- : ‘ : 
Jul. 22) enters emotive Pisces, asking 
you to go with the flow and 
have faith in your own beliefs. 


| £0 


(ul. 23- 
Aug. 22) 


The prominence of your 
position puts strain on your 
relationships. Improve the 
dynamic by considering the 
needs of other people in your 
community. 


You can get a lot done 
now, especially on the 
professional front. But 
analytical Mercury is 
entering Pisces today, 
creating a diffusive and escapist 
situation which is hard to navigate. 


IR 
GO 


(Aug. 23- 
Sep. 22) 


muddled energy is the sensitive Moon’s 
entry into paradoxical Gemini. 


AGITT 
ARIUS 


There’s a possibility that 
you will have to clear up 
some miscommunications 


He this morning. Thankfully 
ec. 21) ; : 

the energies shift shortly 

afterward, making any tension you 


experience short-lived. 


APRI 
CORN 


(Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19) 


Establish boundaries in 
a relationship; it will feel 
like a great weight has 
been lifted. Have faith 
in a person’s ability to 
become self-sufficient by letting them 
handle their own responsibilities. 


Afi 


lan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


Fixed energy in the 
morning can cause some 
conflict to emerge at 
home. This tension makes 
you aware of necessary 
changes that must occur for the benefit 
of the entire household. 


IS 
CES 


You are charming and 
talkative today, attracting 
people to you at every turn. 
(Feb. 19- — Superficial communications 
Mar. 20) hold no interest to you. You 
enjoy having company come to you. 
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Dear CSUF Students, 


We want to surprise your 
valentine in the The Daily Titan! 


Snap a photo (silly or serious) and 


write up a special message. 


Send it off to 


valentine@dailytitan.com 


by February 10th. 


The most adorable and lively entries 


will run in the Daily Titan print 


edition, as well as on our socials 


the week of February 10th. 


Uwu ipsum uwu lamco 
laboris nisi ut UwU ex 
ea commodo conse- 
qual. uwu aute irure 
dolor in reprehenderit 
in voluptate velit esse 
cillum dolore eu fugiat 
nulla pariatur, UwU teur 


Identify where Tuffy is in the photo and message any of 
the Daily Titan’s social media platforms, @thedailytitan, 
with the location and your full name for a chance to win! 
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Last Week’ s WINNER 


SONG OF THE DAY 


I Care 


Beyoncé 


HORSE GIRL STARTER PACK 


Love, The Daily Titan 


Where do you think Tuffy is? 
Pt ST 
ax ve nt is 


Follow the Spotify Playlist: 


A song for those who love so much, it hurts. 


-Rebecca, Opinion Editor 
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Column: Super 
Bowl delivers 


A miraculous comeback 
brings the excitement back 
after last year’s snoozefest. 


JORDAN MENDOZA 
Editor 


Did we really think a dou- 
ble-digit lead was safe when 
Patrick Mahomes has over eight 
minutes left in a game? 

The sports world turned its 
eyes to one of the biggest sport- 
ing events in the world as the 
San Francisco 49ers and the 
Kansas City Chiefs met in Super 
Bowl LIV at Hard Rock Stadium 
in Miami Gardens. 

With all the hype surround- 
ing this game, it not only lived 
up to the expectations, it sur- 
passed them as the Chiefs pulled 
off a dominant comeback to win, 
31-20, to claim their first Super 
Bowl in 50 years. 

With many NFL experts pre- 
dicting a close game, it was ex- 
pected that this game would be 
close well into the fourth quar- 
ter, as Mahomes proved why he 
was chosen as the Madden 20 
NFL cover athlete and named 
Super Bowl MVP after leading 
his team to their third-straight 
win after trailing by more than 
10 points during each game. 

Mahomes finished 26-for-42 
with 286 yards and two touch- 
downs to two interceptions, but 
had nine carries for 29 yards and 
one rushing touchdown, out du- 
eling Jimmy Garoppolo, who 
fell flat in the fourth quarter. 

Kansas City scored 21 points 
in just under seven minutes, 
showing why this team could 
never be counted out. What is 
more impressive is after Ma- 
homes threw his second inter- 
ception, the Chiefs held San 
Francisco to just 49 yards for the 
remainder of the game. 

The main draw was for- 
mer Mahomes leading the high 


stop being 
mean to horse 
girls :( 


a forever friend. 
a companion 
through life. 


honestly, horses are 
so magestic... 


octane Chiefs’ offense against 
the stout 49er defense that 
ranked in the top 10 in many de- 
fensive categories, including fin- 
ishing second in the regular sea- 
son in total yards allowed per 
game. 

In what has become a trend 
during the playoffs, the Chiefs 
got off to another slow start by 
going three-and-out in their 
opening drive, to which the 
49ers drove down the field and 
converted on a field goal for the 
first points of the game. 

It was an even first half, but 
after Shakira and Jennifer Lo- 
pez rocked the halftime show, 
San Francisco began to show 
why they were the No. | seed in 
the NFC, getting out to a 20-10 
lead in the fourth quarter after 
forcing Mahomes to throw two 
interceptions in the Chiefs first 
two drives of the second half, 
until the Chiefs took complete 
control to take the title. 

For the majority of the game, 
San Francisco was in control, 
but Kansas City had proved 
during the season that all they 
need are a couple minutes to 
strike and take control of the 
scoreboard. 

The mixture of old-school 
football and new innovative of- 
fensive plays made it a joy for 
fans of all generations to enjoy. 
Kansas City did not win all 60 
minutes of the game, but it’s not 
about how you start, it’s how you 
finish, and they proved it. 

Mahomes’ legacy is now just 
beginning and this goes to show 
he is the future of profession- 
al football. Kansas City head 
coach Andy Reid finally cap- 
tured the title that has eluded 
him throughout his illustrious 
career. Don’t be surprised if this 
isn’t the first time this duo will 
hoist the Lombardi Trophy, be- 
cause the Chiefs’ kingdom will 
reign for years to come. 


SOLIPSISM III 


BY: ALEX BOSSERMAN 


In nights quiet solitude, 


‘ 


have fun introspection. 


What happens under the moon, 


: 


it stays under the moon. 
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CSUF tennis dominates doubleheader 


7 


fs 


OS ie seaaea 


“=> 


my 


» 


-_—_aiga~ 


seit oy 


<4 


KASON CLARK / DAILY TITAN 


YuSeung Suh won all her matches in the Titan’s double header against Marymount California University and Concordia University Irvine at Titan Courts Friday. 


The Titans won both their 
home dual matches Friday 
as they improve to 3-0. 


KEITH KRIKORIAN 
Staff Writer 


The Cal State Fullerton wom- 
en’s tennis team capped off a 
long day of action on Friday 
with a 6-1 victory over Concor- 
dia University Irvine at home. 
The game followed a 7-0 victo- 
ry over Marymount California 
University in the morning. 

Before the second dual of the 
day, CSUF head coach Dianne 
Matias said she expected a stiff 
challenge from Concordia. 

“This is going to be a good 
challenge for us, I think we’re 
going to be tested. If we’re not 
ready, we’re going to have a 
tough day,” Matias said. 

In the end, the Titans proved 


they were more than up to han- 
dling the task in front of them 
and bested theEagles in a near 
shut-out. 

The lone singles loss of the 
day was a highly competitive 
match between Fullerton’s Gen- 
evieve Zeidan and Concordia’s 
Ghazi Paktbaten. Despite play- 
ing with a taped-up shoulder, 
Zeidan exhibited impressive 
control and composure to han- 
dle Paktbaten’s skills through- 
out the three-match set. 

The first game started strong 
for the Fullerton junior as she 
claimed the first set over Pa- 
ktbaten. However, Paktbaten’s 
powerful serve proved to be 
enough to claim the final two 
sets, 4-6 and 6-10. Zeidan said 
she was optimistic that she can 
take many lessons away from 
the close loss. 

“I know what I have to work 
on in practices: more serves and 


be more patient,” Zeidan said. 

Matias said she was happy 
with Zeidan’s performance and 
recognized some of the distinc- 
tive attributes that make her an 
exceptional athlete. 

“Gen’s a unique player, that’s 
just how she is. She doesn’t 
show much emotion. She 
doesn’t get too excited or too 
upset.” Matias said. “That’s ac- 
tually a weapon for her because 
you don’t really know what’s 
going on with her, she’s pret- 
ty steady throughout the whole 
match.” 

All other singles matches 
ended in victory for the Titans 
within the first two sets. Eira 
Tobrand claimed a redemption 
victory over Concordia with a 
6-3, 6-1 win against Rebekah 
Anderson, who had previously 
beaten Tobrand in their doubles 
match shortly before. 

Jadie Acidera beat Lou Perrot 


6-0, 6-3 to clinch the Titans 
second victory over Concordia, 
while YuSeung Suh earned a 
6-4, 6-3 win over Lisa Suzuki 
in a nail-biting match. Cami- 
la Garcia scored a victory over 
Roula Elmalah in a near-shut- 
out, 6-0 and 6-2. Claiming the 
final victory for the Titan’s was 
Petra Such, who won 6-2, 6-3 
over Kiersti Strandness. 

The doubles matches were 
strongly contested, with CSUF 
taking the advantage 2-1 for the 
1-0 lead going into the singles 
matches. Although Zeidan and 
Tobrand lost the first double, 
2-6, the Titans were still able 
to claim victory on wins from 
Suh and Garcia as well as Acid- 
era and Taylor Valenzuela, who 
both won their doubles match- 
es, 6-1. 

Although the win was a good 
indication of things to come, 
Matias felt the biggest positive 


from the day was the experi- 
ence gained. 

“We had a good day. Biggest 
thing today was to keep get- 
ting matches under our belt and 
keep putting ourselves in situ- 
ations where we’re uncomfort- 
able. This was the first time we 
had a double header, but I didn’t 
think that was too big of a deal 
to the team,” Matias said 

Matias said she feels that they 
won because of the challeng- 
es presented by opposing play- 
ers, combined with the rigors of 
competing in two duals back- 
to-back in one day. 

“It was more about let’s see if 
we can improve from the morn- 
ing and get better in the after- 
noon. It was a good match,” 
Matias said. 

The Titans return to action 
on Wednesday, Feb. 5 against 
Azusa Pacific University at 
1:30 p.m. 


Men's basketball 
lose two on the road 


Losses to Cal Poly and UCI 
over the weekend snapped 
the Titan’s winning streak. 


CARLOS VEGA 
Asst. Editor 


Tough back-to-back road matches 
were suffered by the Cal State Fuller- 
ton men’s basketball team as they end- 
ed January with an overtime loss to 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and started 
February with a 30-point loss to UC 
Irvine. 

After having won three games in a 
row, these two losses have set back the 
Titans in the conference standings as 
they moved down in the Big West from 
4th to 7th place with a 3-5 record. 

Thursday night the Titans went 
on the road to Mott Athletics Center 
against Cal Poly, which turned out to be 
an overtime loss, 101-100. 

The biggest story of the match came 
from Mustang guard Junior Ballard by 
going 5-for-6 from the field in the first 
half and ended with a new career-high 
of 32 points, while shooting 75% from 
the field and 60% from the 3-point line. 
This game was filled with efficient of- 
fense as both teams scored in the tri- 
ple digits while shooting 57% from the 
field. 

Although Titan guard Brandon 
Kamga fouled out of the game with 
four and a half minutes left in the sec- 
ond half, the Titans would come back 
from being down by 11 points, the larg- 
est deficit of the game. 

As the game came down to the 
wire in regulation, Titan guard Austen 
Awosika proved to be ready for the big 
moments as he drove across court and 
made a 3-point buzzer beater to tie the 
game at 93 and send the game to over- 
time during the final possession. 

After some scoring from the Mus- 
tangs, Jackson Rowe kept the game lev- 
el at 98 after making two free throws 
with 43 seconds left in overtime.After 
a made free throw from Mustang guard 
Keith Smith to give his team a 99-98 
lead with 22 seconds left, Awosika 
made a clutch jumper with four seconds 
left to give the Titans a 100-99 lead. 


A quick inbounds from Smith drove 
him across the court and set up guard 
Colby Rodgers for a layup for the 
game-winning basket as Cal Poly took 
the final lead of the game of 101-100 in 
overtime. 

The Titans then traveled to the Bren 
Events Center to face off with their 
county rivals UC Irvine, who sit at the 
top of the Big West and defeated the Ti- 
tans last go-around. 

Titan guard Kamga started the game 
off with a layup, which was the only 
lead for the Titans for the remainder 
of the match. The match would quick- 
ly get out of hand for the Titans as the 
Anteaters went on an 11-0 run. 

The Anteaters had foul trouble the 
entire game but their scoring efficiency 
made up for that. UCI ended the game 
with 10 more fouls than the Titans at 
30. 

The trips to the charity stripe made 
the difference as the Titans were un- 
able to maximize their trips, shooting 
62% from the free-throw line com- 
pared to the remarkable 95% from the 
Anteaters. 

Rowe and Kamga led the Titan of- 
fense with 18 points each, while Tom- 
my Rutherford and Brandon Greene 
lead the Anteaters with 18 points as 
well. 

It was a game that quickly lost con- 
trol from the Titans as the Anteaters 
would finish the first half scoring 7 out 
of 8 baskets, and with a comfortable 
20-point lead, 54-34. The Anteaters 
shot 71.4% from deep, compared to the 
50% of the Titans from deep.The Titans 
forced the Anteaters to go 2 of 8 in the 
first 7 minutes of the second half. 

The Anteater offense was on full 
display as four of their players hit dou- 
ble digits with just over 7 minutes left 
at the half, and ending the game on a 
9-2 run. 

The match ended 91-61 in favor 
of UC Irvine, who have now defeat- 
ed the Titans in each of their last 5 
encounters. 

Conference play will continue 
Wednesday night as the Titans will 
come back home at Titan Gym and 


face UC Riverside. 
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